
Ml
1

WEATHER FORECAST. - A

Local showers to-da- y; partlycloudy; moderate winds. J$tm. IT SHINES FOP ALLHighest temperature
Detailed w.iiw,.por,1S'pIJt 5"

VOL. LXXXV. NO. 272. NEW YORK, THURSDAY, MAY 30, 1918. Copyright, ISIS, by thB Bun Printing and PubUiMng Attoeiation. PRICE TWO CENTS.

GERMANS TAKE SOISSONS; RHEIMS MENACED;
CAPTIVES TOTAL 25,000; DA Y'S GAIN 5 MILES;

U.S. TROOPS STOP THREE ATTACKS INPICARDY
AMERICA HAS

1,316 PLABBS .

AT THE FROST

5.070 Have Been Placed in
Service Here and Abroad,.

Array Report Shows.

MANY MORE ON THE WAY

Bepresentative Anthony Says
Hughes .Will Find No Graft

in Programme.

Special Detpotch to Tnn Sc.
Washwotom, May 29. Facts com-

municated to the Military Committee by
officers of the Signal Corps and made
public In the consideration of the It:..
000,000,000 army bill make It possible to
urn up the situation aa It exists to-d-

retarding production of airplanes, their
rosi and shipment overseas. Summarized
the facts show:

Of the 22,000 airplanes called for In
the original programme adopted almost
a year ago there have been completed
and put In service 6.076 machines.

Of this number S.760 have been made
and put together here and are still in
this country. Most of them are training
planes.

The rest have been constructed abroad
and are now with Gen. Pershing's army.
These machines were made In foreign
factories, but 'largely of American mate-
rial.

Of the 1,316 machines In France 323
are combat planes.

Deliveries of Liberty Motor.
Deliveries of the Liberty engines up

to date are :

For the army, 61 ; to the navy. 40.
Total delivered, 1,041; to foreign Gov-
ernments, 90Q. A total of 3,000 Liberty
motors havebeen ordered by Great Brit-
ain, Average price of planes, $6,000.
Price of Liberty engines, 11,930 to $5,-00- 0.

Total cost of planes and engines,
from 16,900 to 410.000. .

Life of airplanes In continuous ser-
vice, one month.

Rate of deliveries In last week of
April was: For planes, 110 primary
training planes, 19 advanced training
planes, 7 combat planes.

For Liberty engines. 211 primary train-
ing engines, lot advanced training en-
gines, 86 combat engines.

This rate or production Is slowly but
steadily Increasing.

The total expenditures and obligations
made in connection with the aviation
service Is now $869,839,000.

l.BOO Filers Are Abroad.
There are y In the armies of the

United States 6,211 flying officers and
f.364 g officers. Of the flying
cfflcers there were on May 1 1,609 abroad
And 4,606 in thlscountry. Of the non-flie- rs

1,864 were i abroad and 6,606 In
' "this country, v

For the 1, 60S'' filers abroad there are
1,316 machines, or less than one machine
per man, compared with a requirement,
according to latest revised calculations,
of tlx machines per man, or a total for
1,509 filers of 9,064 machines.

There are 2,983 cadets at the flying
schools in this country and 2,044
abroad, a total of 6,937.

Statements made to the House com-

mittee show that for the past three
weeks a considerable number of air-
planes have been shipped on practically
every vessel leaving this country, so
that the ratio between the number of
filers and machines is rapidly being
overcome.

An Graft. Anthony Says.
A prediction that Charles E. Hughes

"ill find no graft In the War Depart-
ment In his Investigation of the aircraft
situation and praise for Major-Ge- n.

Leonard Wood were outstanding features
of the House debate y on the
army appropriation bill. Representative
Anthony (Kansas), a member of the1
Military Committee, said that the War
Department had made mistakes in the
production of aircraft, but that no graft
had neen perpetrated. He said:

"Charles E. Hughes, as director of
the Government's Investigation Into air-
craft, will be sent on a wild goose chase
If he goes on a hunt for graft by any
man in the War Department. Officers
In the Department are not that kind of
men. They may make mistakes of
judgment sometimes, but they are not
grafters."

Mr. Anthony said the chief cause of
delay In airplane production for five or

Is months was Indecision and experi-
mentation.

"I" It not a fact," asked Representa-
tive Gordon (Ohio), "that It required
eorne time also to locate and build
factories?"

"The great mistake," 'Mr-- Anthony
replied, "was that the Government did
not take advantage of existing factories.
For example, the Curtlss. factory after it
had spent some time equipping for pro-
duction of a certain type of plane was
suddenly stopped."

"Was that stop order not Issued on
the advice of den. Tershlngr Mr. Gor-
don asked.

"I don't rare whose 'order it was,"
"Id Mr. Anthony. "It was a fatal
blunder. Conditions now, however, are
much improved. My understanding la
that production of aircraft is now
coming along In good Shape.'

CHEAT BEAM arBING WATWL
Mis 1'urltr Has Made It rtmvmFAi.

British Ship Torpedoed;
101 Live Are Lost

LONDON, May 29 The trans-po- rt

Leasowe Castle, 9,737
tons gross, was sunk in the
Mediterranean on May 26, the
Admiralty announced ht

One hundred and one persons
were drowned. The Admiralty
statement says:

The transport Leasowe
Castle was torpedoed and sunk
by an enemy submarine in the
Mediterranean. Thirteen mil-
itary officers and seventy-nin- e

of other ranks, and of the
ship's company, the- captain,
two wireless operators and six
of other ratings, are missing.
It is presumed all were
drowned.
The Leasowe Castle was built

in 1917 at Birkenhead and was
owned' by the Union Castle Mail
Steamship Company of London.

MAY'SWARBILL

$1,500,000,000

New High Record for Any
Belligerent Nation Set

by United States.

RATE STEADILY RISES

$23,000,000,000 Probably
Will Be Spent in Next

Fiscal Year.

Washington, May 29. Government
war expenses, including loans to the
Allies, will run more than I l.r.00, 000,000
this month ond set a new high record
for any belligerent nation.

Expenditures teported to-d- by the
Treasury show that the Government's
outlays In the last month have taken
a Jump of more than $300,000,000 above
the normal rate In the past, and they
promise to go steadily higher In the next
six months.

Tentative estimates now are that
will be spent between next

July 1, the opening of the new fiscal
year, and December 31, six months later,
snd the greater part of this must be
raised by the fourth Liberty Loan In
October or November, which President
Wilson In his revenue address before
Congress explained would be the biggest
popular credit ever offered.

So far as officials are able to estimate
at this time more than $23,000,000,000
will be spent by the Government in the
next fiscal year, nearly twice as much
as In the year ending a month from Fri-

day. This figure Is based on the belief
that after monthly expenditures reach

2,000,000,000 a month they will be lim-

ited by the output of American indus-
tries and the carrying capacity of avail-

able ocean tonnage.
These calculations may be modified

from time to time. Treasury officials ex-

plain. In keeping with the progress in
the Industrial development of the coun-
try and the shipping programme, but In
providing advance for revenue to meet
the huge war expenses. Congress will be
called on to consider the maximum ob-

ligations which the Government may be
required to meet

Examination of recent expenses showed
that ordinary expenditures for
May, Including practically all outlays of
the Government except loans to Allies,
will be above $1,000,000,000, for the first
time In history, running to approxi-
mately $1,067,000,000.

Actual payments to Allies during the
month are set at about $450,000,000,
about $100,000,000 more than In any
previous month this year, but somewhat
lees than most of the fall and winter
months last year.

Another record has been made this
month In revenue receipts, which will
amount to about $650,000,000 by the
end of the week, more than In any pre-

vious month. About $850,000,000 of this
sum came from advance payments of In-

come and excess profits taxes due
June 16.

BIGGER QUITS SHELL PARIS.

Qersaana Fall to Increase Damage,

bat Jdsike More Noise.
Paris, May 29. The long range bom-

bardment of Paris began again early this
morning. Examination of the shells dis-

charged by the Germans Indicates that
new guns are being used. Larger shells
are being employed than formerly, the
calibre of the guns being 24 centimeter
(9tt incles) Instead of 21. The powder
charge Is greater and the, detonation
louder, but the force of the explosion
does not seem to have Increased. A

shell exploded yesterday only a dosen
yards from a man seated on a bench and
did not Injure him.

Sit GHBEBT PA1KB1 lESIONS.
i

Aataor dives V-- p His Beat la Brit-

ish Parllassent.
London, May II. Sir Gilbert Parker,

the author, has resigned his seat, In
Parliament It Ik understood that Sir
William Weir, Secretary of State for
the Air rorces, will be the Government
mndidate at a In the Graves
'sad district to fill tU vacancy,

Blr Uliseri nas pesn a mmmuwr arki
llanent for Oravetea4 ataee mtV

ij'', t ,i "j ( i i.

CONGRESS WILL

RECESS DURING

TAX HEARINGS

Tentative Agreement Is
Benched; Committee to

Begin "Work June 6.

TWO BILLS ARE PENDING

Length of Rest Feriod Prob-

lematical Rules, for
Pleaders.

Special Detpatch to Tni So.
Washington, May 29. Announce-

ment that hearing;- -, will begin before
the House Committee on Ways nnd
Means on the new revenue bill on June
8 was made y by Representative
Kltchln, chairman.

This announcement followed a pre-
liminary meeting of the committee at
which the revenue bill was Informally
discussed nnd a tentative agreement
reached for a recesi of Congress while
hearings are In progress.

The length of this recess will depend
on the promptness of action by the
Senate nnd House on appropriation bills.
Two big supply measures, the sundry
civil and the fortifications bill, are yet
to be reported to the House, and the
army bill Is now pending there. The
tentative plans of the leaders call for a
recess of the House about July t to
continue for one month. House mem-

bers will get another respite while the
Senate Is debating the bill sent over by
the House.

Senators Favor Recess.
Senate leaders favor the recess Idea

if the status of appropriation bills per-

mits. The entire programme, however.
Is contingent on the progress made on
routine legislation in the two bodies.
In both Senate and House efforts will be
made to give a respite to members who
want to go home to their campaigns
while the Ways and Means .and
Finance committees respectively work
on the tax measure.

Details of the tax bill were not dis-

cussed at the meeting of the Ways and
Means Committee although It

was generally accepted that the prin-

cipal levies are to be on excess profits,
Incomes ami luxuries.

Informal discussion In the Ways and
Means Committee developed sentiment
for a tax bill which will rewrite the ex-

isting law and embody its amended pro-

visions In one bill.

.Voir I.niv Probable.
The committee la Inclined to repeal

the present law as It stands and write
an entirely new law which will lie easy
to administer; and will embrace In one
measure taxes to raise from $7,000,000,-00- 0

to IS, 000,000,000 without reference
to the rather complicated rates In the
existing law.

Definite plans for a recess of Con-
gress to be brought about by concur-
rent resolution will be worked out when
the Ways and Means Committee Is able
to form definite opinion as to the date
upon which It will report a bill. If for
any reason the recess plans fall prac-
tically the same result may be obtained
In the respective houses by three day ad-

journments and a Gentleman's agree-
ment that no Important legislation will
be undertaken while a quorum is not
present.

A statement issued by Chairman
Kltchln regarding the forthcoming hear-
ings on the revenue bill reads :

'The Committee on Ways and Means
announces to all concerned that It will
hold public hearings at Washington, be-

ginning June 6, 1918.
"It Is deemed necessary largely to in-

crease the revenue from taxation. It
seems to the committee that It will be
necessary to raise the necessary In-

creased revenue chiefly from taxes upon
Incomes, excess or war profits, luxuries
and

"In the preparation of the new tax
measure the committee will give careful
consideration to all suggestions with ref-
erence to the measure, together with
suggestions of other revenue sources.

One to Represent All.
"In order to avoid duplication of ar-

guments and suggestions It Is requested
that persons having the same problem
to present will agree upon one repre-
sentative to present their vlowa.

'The hearings will be conducted In
the hearing room of the committee, 321
House Office Building.

"Persona desiring to be heard should
If possible apply to the clerk of the com-

mittee previous to the date set for the
hearings for an assignment of time. In
making such application the following
Information should be given: Name,
business address, temporary address In
Washington, business or occupation and
the person, firm, corporation or associa-
tion represented, subject concerning
which testimony will be given and tho
amount of time desired."

Qaaker City Transit strike) Kads.
PHitaoBirHM, May 19. The strike

declared against the Philadelphia "Rapid
Transit Company two weeks ago by
about 1.(00 motormen and conductors
was declared off to-d- pending an ad-
justment of their grievances by the Fed-
eral War Labor Hoard. .

SsVll'wTll Sen?oly,l' uaaer.new
Yf Valted

minsst- -States

seat few Terk eBce, Holland Heaat.-4- f,
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Americans Unaided in
Capture of Cantigny

By PERRY ROBINSON.
Special Cable Detpatch to Thb Sin from

the London Timet.
Copyright, mi; all right! reterved.

RRITISH ARMY HEAD-QUARTE-

IN FRANCE,
May 28 (delayed). American
troops yesterday launched the
first definite offensive under-
taken by them without the as-

sistance of either French or
British units. They attacked on
a front of two kilometers west
of Montdidier, capturing the vil-

lage of Cantigny and nearly two
hundred prisoners.

It was not a large affair, but
was extremely welcome as an
evidence of more to come. Tho
Americans fought with all the
dash we expected of them. They
gained their objectives in quick
time. The whole operation was a
brilliant one and shows both the
initiative and the courage of our
overseas allies.

ITALIAN ALPINI

GAIN VICTORY

They Capture Mount Zigolon

and Virtually All of
Monticcllo.

TAKE 1,000 PRISONERS

Success Achieved on Heights
That Dominate Highway

Toward Tionc.

Ity WARD PRICK.
Special Cable Petpateh to Tux Sex from the

London Timet.
Copyright. 1111; all rightt reterved.

Italian Armt Headquarters, May 2$
(delayed). Among the mountains 10,000
feet high, with precipices and Jagged
rocky slopes In between; In regions of
never melting snow nnd lea, Italian
Alpine troops opened the fourth year of
the war with a neatly finished victory.

The whole formidable Italian moun-
tain line was the place chosen for an
attack so difficult that before the war
the Alpine Club would permit only
picked members to take part In Its ex-

cursions there, so difficult It had seen no
fighting In. the whole course of the war.
The Austrlans had been able to fortify
the peaks In a thorough manner. Tet.
the Alpine troops, yoked together, rifles
and haversacks slung on their backs,
climbing with hands and feet, conquered
Mount Zigolon and practically the whole
of Montlcello.

During the fighting they captured a
thousand prisoners, twelve guns, four-
teen trench mortars and twenty-si- x ma-

chine guns. Two complete aerial cable-way- s

also were taken and aa a result
the enemy lost tho heights dominating
the broad highway which stretches down
the plains toward Tlone. Tyrolese
troops who garrisoned the precipice
fought with desperation until sur-

rounded.
Under most difficult conditions the

Italian artillery supported the attack,
but the success of the undertaking was
due to the Individual daring of the
Alpine troops, who climbed patiently and
laboriously for hours, from foothold to
foothold until they were near enough to
the fortified rocks held by the Austrlans
to throw their bombs with one hand
while they clung to the cliff face with
the other.

Sometimes an Alplno would lose his
footing and a couple of thousand feet
below his battered body would find last
lodging upon the rocks. Sometimes,
when tho first man of a party had
reached the ridge, the Austrlans would
rush out of their redoubt, cutting the
rope holding the men climbing up be-

hind nnd would hurl the entire patrol to
destruction.

All the ground won Is beyond the
Austrian border. The success In the
Trentlnn has bean the highest mountain
battle of the campaign. More guns
were found abandoned by the enemy
twenty-fou- r hours after the Alplni had
taken one height. There also were dis-

covered In a huge cavern 140 Austrlans.
The fighting went on all night amid the
brilliant snow and the rocks. From an
artillery observation post the sight was
on of extraordinary grandeur.

MISS LUSK GUILTY i
FIGHTS PROSECUTOR

Attempt to Choke Him, but
It Overpowered,

Waukesha, Wis., May 29, Grace
Lusk was found guilty of second degree
murder ht by the Jury which tried
her tor killing Mrs. Mary Newman Rob-
erts.

When the verdict was delivered Miss
Lusk made an attempt to choke Special
Prosecutor Tullar, but was overpowered
by court attendants and led, screaming,
from the court room.

The verdict carries with It a sentence
of from fourteen to twenty-fiv- e years In
the penitentiary.

When the Jury retired Miss Lusk col-
lapsed, and It required half an hour to
prepare her to be brought to court to
near the verdict.

T tV .r.i'; Til' 'fctfl 'IT 1 'J trt .j3.f ZTity Vr ZljoW lr" 'J f jif"'W t .hTYf jtiri n. ,v. (rJ.l0 Jeri,4 ..." i - . . ssT til

U.S. GUNS HOLD

CANTIGNY SAFE

AGAINST ENEMY

German Attempts to Regain
Mile of Terrain Smothered

by Our Artillery.

JOKES ENLIVEN ATTACKS

Americans Go Over Top Behind
IToaVy Bnrrago With Clock--

like Precision.

By the Attociated Preil.
With American Foncrs on the

French Front, May 29. Three counter
attacks made by the Germans to retake
the terrain which they had lost in

on Monday completely broke down
In the face of the American artillery fire
and the heroism of our infant rymen. All
the ground won by the Americans on
Monday remains In their possession.

The American artillery preparation
began, nt 5:45 o'clock, one hour before
the Infantry went over the top. The
lines of Americans moved forward In
perfect order, the twelve participating
French tanks In the lend. The Ameri-
can artillery did magnificent work.

Fierce hand to hand fighting occurred
In Cantigny, which contained a large
tunnel and a number of caves. The tun-
nel sheltered a hundred Germans. The
Americans hurled hand grenades like
baseballs Into these shelters.

Troops Advanced Smiling.
An officer said that the Americans

went forward smilingly, but that at the
same time their faces reflected the tra-
ditional American grit and determina-
tion.

A strong unit of flame throwers and
engineers aided the Americana All the
tanks returned safely. At :25 o'clock
the Germans began a bombardment,
dropping two shells a minute, most ot
them falling Into a ravine couth of Can-
tigny, Compared with this the Ameri-
can guns fired six, four or two shots a
minute The American barrage moved
forward 100 yards in two minutes and
then 100 yards In four minutes. The
infant-- ' followed with clocklike preci-
sion.

When the news of the American ad-

vance reached the villages In the real
cheering broke out among the soldiers
and civilians, some of whom had been
up all night In anticipation that some-
thing out of the ordinary was to be car-
ried out. The faces of tho women and
children were bright and happy and the
sick and wounded In the hospitals were
heartened by tho feat of their brothers
In arms.

Hoys from the front with whom corre-
spondents talked y all were one In
praise of their comrades. They said
that they knew there was a long way to
go, but the Americans had now shown
their mettle, and If the Germans attempt
to overrun them they are going to have
the hardest time In their Uvea

Many of the American soldiers who
took part In the attack also participated
In the repulse of the German raid
against the American lines Monday. One
participant In Monday's affair Is said to
have been found yesterday In a shell
hole In No Man's Land with two wound-
ed Germans as his prisoners. He was
unable to get back to the American lines
Monday night, so he stood guard over
them until the attack yesterday liberated
him and secured the prisoners to the
Americans.

No Americana Seen to Pall.
The Americans penetrated the Ger-

man positions to a depth of nearly a
mile. Their artillery completely smoth-
ered the Germans. The roar of the
American guns could be heard for many
miles.

The German prisoners Include men
from a Bavarian and a SUeslan regi-
ment, some of them as young as 17 or 18
and others between 45 and 60. All are
poorly clothed and appeared to be under
fed.

The Germans trooped out of their dug-
outs when they saw the futility of reslet- -

Continutd on Second l'age.

t
Honor the Dead To-da-y

by Cheering the Living

gHOW that your Memorial Day
tribute to the heroes who

have gone before is sincere by
helping the heroes who are liv-
ing. The soldiers of 1918 are
carrying on the work of their
forefathers.

Saturday is to be SUN Tobac-
co Fund Night at the Fulton
Theatre. When the audience
leaves, singing "Where Do We
Go From Here, Boys?" the an-
swer will come, "To Sophie
Tucker's Party at the Claridge."
It's SUN Tobacco Fund Night
there also. See page 5.

WARNING! THE SUN TO-
BACCO FUND has no connection
with any other fund, organiza-
tion or publication. It employs
no agents or solicitors.

T.
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AMERICANS IN
WAGE HAND

They Use Knives and to Repel Raid in
Killing Ten Germans and

Other Four Trenches.

By the Attociated Frett.
With the American Army in France,

May 2?. The enemy launched another
teavy gam attack against our troops In
the Lunevllle sector early this morning
and attempted to reach our line at three
places. They were repulsed with com-

paratively heavy losses.
The first attack, made a mile and a

quarter southwest of Tremeull (about
three miles north of Badonvlllers),
broke down under the 1 ot machine gun
iflre from the American trenches, the
Germans retreating. Both the Ameri-
cans and Germans fought In gas masks.

Soon afterward the enemy put down
a heavy barrage u kilometer to tie west

ONLY THIN VEIL

MET ONSLAUGHT

Germans Massed Hupro Bodies

of Troops Against Lightly
Protected Sector.

FELL BACK FIGHTING

Same Teuton Divisions, In-

cluding Guard, That Led

First Offensive.

By GERALD CAMPBELL.
Special Cable Detpatch to The Srr from the

London Timet.
Copyright, 1111; all rightt reterved.

French Armt Headquarters, May 28
(delayed). The enemy haa crossed the
Atsne and Is as far on this side of It
as we were to the north yesterday morn-
ing when the offensive began. They have
made much ute of tanks and machine
guns, hut that In Itself does not ac-

count for the rapidity of tho advance,
which Is due. Above all othpr things, to
the fact that they have been able to
bring Into action a much larger body
of men than we hart under our com-

mand In the sector attacked. That Is
the central fact of the situation.

To hold even the heights In our pos-

session to the south of the river was
a sheer lmiowlbillty becauso our troops
on the spot, as compared to the men
opposed to them, formed a mere curtain
and could not turn themselves Into a
wall. The only thing open to them was
to fall back, as they have done. They
were too thinly spaced to think of put-

ting up a solid fight except at Intervals.
1 hear from the French that the Brit-

ish troops who wero engaged did what
they could with courage and In ac-

cordance with tile best txdltlon of our
army, but they, like the French, were
outnumbered hopelessly and were not
strong enough, The enemy continues to
advance. All this and perhaps more we
have to face. Sooner or later our re-

serves will collect, as they are doing
with all possible speed, and the enemy
will be brought to a, standstill Just as
he was stopped In Flanders and I'icardy,

The Germans prepared the attack
with the same thoroughness they showed
In the offensive against the British on
the Olse, There was the same concen-
tration of troops leforehand, far be-

hind the front There were the same
carefully organized and swiftly carried
out night marches and train Journeys to
bring their men and guns up to tho Held

of attack. There was the same choice
of a thinly held sector for the delivery
of the assault and, as a necessary con-
sequence, the same sudden and irresist-
ible thrust In overwhelming numbers.
lOven the troops employed, lnoludlng
those of the Guards, were the same
divisions that led the assault In the flret
day of the Plcardy battle and which
were withdrawn from the battlo after
the Initial shock and carefully nursed
back Into efficiency. That possibly was
the reason the second offensive was de-

layed so long, The enemy was waiting
until those special ehock t loops once
more were ready,

Several sectors besides the Chemln dea
Dames flamed up at the same moment.
There were a series of demonstrations
further east. In the valley of the Vesle.
On the right bank ot the Meuse and In
the forest of Apremont, In the Woevre
and In Lorraine there wero threatH ot a
heavy attack, all preceded by violent
bombardments. The deluge of gas shells
on the Chemln dea Dames had a double
advantage to the attackers In that, even
If It did not make the position untenable,
It would handicap the defenders very
seriously, owing to the difficulty of giv-
ing orders when officers and men neces-
sarily were wearing gas maaka.

852 GERMAN FLAKES DOWNED.

Third Week of Stay Kris a Record
for the Allies.

Washington, May 29. Two hundred
and fifty-tw- o German airplanes were
brought down In France and Flanders
by allied aviators during the week ended
May 23, according to ndvlcei received
here y by the Uritlsh Military
Mission,

GAS MASKS

Bayonets
Lorraine, Capturing

Reaching

TO HAND FIGHT

and fourteen Germans managed to pene-

trate a trench In which the Americans
on Monday were subjected to a gas at-

tack and who were fighting mad.
The Americans emerged from their

dugouts and hand to' hand fighting,
wllch was bloody for the Germans, en-

sued, the American! going for the
enemy with knives and bayonets.

The Germans had been ordered to
take prisoners at any cost, but they
failed to get any.

The American losses were Insignifi-
cant. The enemy lost all the fourteen
men who penetrated the American posi-

tion nine I avlng been killed, one hav-

ing died of wounds and four having been
made prisoner.

I

240,000 HURLED

AGAINST ALLIES

At Least 20 Divisions Used by
Enemy on Front of

30 Miles.

BRITONS' GALLANT STAND

German Attack Made on Forces
That Had Endured First

Offensive.

By PERRY ROBttiSON.
Special Cable Detpatch to The Sc from the

lAindon Timet.
Copyright, Mil; ell rightt retened.

British Arut Headquarters in
France, May 2S (delayed). Yester-
day's and 's German attacks were
made over a front of approximately
thirty miles, of which twelve miles on
the right was held by Hrltish divisions.
As It Is evident that at least twenty
German divisions 2t0,000 men) were
employed It Is easy to understand that
the strain upon our line must have been
tremendous.

The British troops seem to have held
! their ground with the utmost stubborn-Ines- s.

On the extremo left the Hrltls'i
line was compelled to swing back, al-- i

thou.h the action was methodical. They
pivoted on tho left centre, fighting hard
all the way. The left .centre and the
right up to a late Hour y neia al-

most their original positions, subse-
quently falling back slowly In conform-
ity to the movement on their left.

Field Marshal Halg bears eloquent
testimony to the fine character of their
beha.lor. The slKnldcancc of the men-

tion of these divisions will be under-
stood when It Is remembered that all
four had been mentioned previously for
the gallant Miarc they bore In this
firing's offensive and that two, the
Twent)-nr- st and the Twenty-fifth- , had
been mentioned twice.

I'lsrhth Division's Record.
The Hlghth Division, which was on

the Somme March 24, had to bear the
weight of the attacks by the Branden-
burg corps. After iufferlng heavily In
that fighting the Eighth again bore the
brunt of the German attack a month
later at the village of Hretonneux.
The present struggle. In which this unit
Is holding the line of Berry-au-na- c, Is
the third tlmo the division has been In
fighting of the severest character in two
months.

The Twenty-flrs- t Division received Its
first mention on April 21 for Its splendid
work at Chapel Hill, Tclzieles and
Kpehy, It also was In the heavy fighting
at Voormeieele on April IS. On April
23 It repelled a determined German at-

tack southeast of that place.
The Twenty-sixt- h Division had an ex-

tremely trying time In thn fighting at
Hapaume and the Camhral rnal. The
division th'en moved to Iloegsteert Wood
and almost Immediately was called on
to bland a second great German attack
on April 9. It shared In the glory of
the German repulse on April 29.

The Fifteenth Division was mentioned
for the stoutness of Its lighting on the
Lys on April 9, It is the third time this
year that each of these divisions has
been thrown against all the weight of
tho German attacks, tho heaviest attacks
beyond doubt ever delivered In war.
After considering this ract It Is un-

necessary to say that theso units must
have Included considerable numbers of
new drafts and thn Germans doubtlci-- s

counted upon that fact.
With divisions of which tho older

parts had received such hammering and
the rent was made up of new men, why
should not the enemy apprehend that
he would find them easy to break? In
the face of the facts It Is evident that
all allko must have behaved superbly.

Shelling; In Various Scrtors.
On the rest of the British front thero

has been much shelling In various soc-to-

during the lust few days. There
have been some rains, but none of mag-
nitude. The weather h 11 over the front
has been fine and thn visibility good.

Yenterday's attack was uhiii such a
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Enemy Uses Fresh Troops
and Tushes 3 Corps Over

River Vesle.

FORTS TAKEN BY STORM

Desperate Street Fighting
Occurs in Shell Torn

City of Soissons.

BRITISH GIVE GROUND TOO

Line Near Rlioinis Withdrawn
to the Aisno Canal, Where

Foe Presses Hard.

Special Cable Penpatch to The Scn.
Copyright, 191?; lf rightt retened.

London, May 29; A titanic struggle
of unparalleled fury has been raging
nil day on both sides of the little river
Vesle, between Soissons and the north-
western suburbs of Hhelms. The Ger-
mans havo captured Soissons and are
within two or three miles of ntielms.

Some, of the Sixth French Army at
Hhelms, Franco-Hrltls- h troops, have)
been forced back from tho heights of
St. Thierry and arc now holding a Una
curvlns? to tho northwest of tho city
from near St. Brlce on tho Vesle to the
Aisne-Marn- e Canal, a few miles to the
north. The enemy Is exerting great
pressure at this end of the battle
front.

At a number of points the battle la
raging with equal ferocity. At Flsmes,
which is almost the geographical mid-

dle point of the front, tho Germans
are making desperate cfTorts to posh
south along the valley of tho tiny
Hlvcr Ardre, which empties Into the
Vcslc at that point. Flsmes is also the)
centre of a system of roads radiating
In all directions. It is In a hollow,
surrounded on all sides by high ground.

The entire southern bank of the Veals
Is cut vp by numerous gullies and small
valleys, through which the Germans are
attempting to force a way. against the
French holding the hilltops. In this re-
gion heavily wooded, which, while af-
fording a screen for the defending
troops, aro not favorable for rapid
movements or the construction of trench
defences.

The French reserves are filtering In
along the numerous roads leading from
Chateau Thierry and Bpernay nmd are
now In contact with the enemy. The
situation, while still of the utmost
yravlty, Is considered as being far from
desperate. The Germans In throwing
themselves upon the road to the Marne
In the direction of Chateau Thierry
have revealed their objective and made
clear the task of the allied high com-
mand In meeting their advance.

FRESH TROOPS AID
IN FIVE MILE GAIN

Germans Throw at Leatt
Three Corps Across Vesle.

IjONPon, May 29, Throwing In an
enormous number of fresh troops the
Germans y extended nnd widened
their drive on tho Alsne front and
pushed the point of their new salient,
which esterday was at Flsmes, on the
Vasln Hlver, five miles further south,
making the maximum German penetra-
tion for the three days seventeen and a
half miles. Soissons has been evacuated
by the French nnd occupied by the
Kaiser's troops, and thn number of pris-
oners taken by the Germans has rl.en
to 25,000. Including one French nnd one
British General.

The French made desperate efforts tn
hold Soissons, fighting from street to
street and almost from house to house,
The struggle continued for several houiv,
hut finally tho French were forced to
give up tho city and retire. They still
hold the western outskirts, however, and
fighting continues there.

Tho hospitals anil the civilian popu-
lation were removed Monday, when th
city was very heavily bombarded by thn
Germans. More than 1 ,200 shells were
thrown Into the city In ono day. The
patients In tho hospitals were removed
at once when the shelling began, but tho
nursing and medical staffs remained un-
til yesterday.

Three Corps Arroae the Vesle,
In the centre the French gave ground

north of At least
threo German corps crossed the Vesle
Hlver, capturing Hralsne and Flsmes,
A little to the e:ist the Franco-Britis-

troops held their positions between
Ilroullet and Tllloy, still further east,
near HhelmH, tho Germans captured
Vlllers Franqueux and Cotircy ami
heavy fighting Is now in progress for
the heights of Thierry, a few mllis
northwest of Hhelms. Thn British In
this area late 'were forced to
ictlro behind the Alne I'stisI Them Is
llltlo hope that the city can be held.

--Meanwhile tho French and British
reserves and possibly some Americans
are being rushed up to tho critical
points according to the correfpondentn
at the front, but It should be noted that
no mention of such a movement Is made
In any of the oftlclul reports. Along the
v. hnln battle front, which now Is about
thirty miles long, fresh German troops
are being fed In constant''. In places
their numerical superloi ltj oer the
ullltil troops Is mure than 10 to 1, but
the Uritlsh and French apparently; M
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